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27th April 2016 

 

Dear Parents & Guardians, 

 

There is a calm sense of purpose in the air at the moment that suggests that the pupils who are 

approaching exams do so in the knowledge that they are ready for the challenge.  This bodes well for 

the weeks ahead.  In every school though, this is the time of year when strong communication between 

home and school plays an important role in supporting the pupils through the final stages of the year.  

Please do make contact with your son or daughter’s House Tutor if there is anything more that we might 

do to help. 

 

One of the quirks of Independent School life across the country is the irrelevance of the May Day Bank 

Holiday.  We will be open as usual and the afternoon is given over to the annual House athletics meet.  

This is an important event in the House match competition and for the School community as a whole.  

You would be most welcome to join us from 2.00pm at the Ryland Centre.  I should note that we are 

allowing Fifth Form pupils who have an English Language examination the next day to attend supervised 

study instead of the athletics.  We would naturally expect pupils to attend school as normal on Monday. 

 

We are looking forward to welcoming Lower Fourth parents at 9.00am in the Arena on Saturday to 

discuss subject option choices for next year and this will be followed by the Parents’ Evening on 

Tuesday from 6.15pm which we hope will enable fully informed choices to be made. 

 

Next week is also an exciting one in our Performing Arts Calendar.  On Wednesday the cast of The 

Musicians take their performance to the stage of the Repertory Theatre and on the same evening we 

will enjoy the rescheduled Pop & Jazz Concert in Routh Hall.  My good wishes go to all of the pupils who 

will perform in those splendid events. 

 

There is so much on offer for the pupils, it is only ever possible to give a flavour of the week when I 

write.  The Futures team have hosted career insight events relating to law and health this week with 

another Medical/Veterinary event next Wednesday.  In conjunction with the Morrisby career profiling 

which is available, the pupils are encouraged to consider a variety of different career options throughout 

the School year.  They can always approach the Futures team in the LRC to explore the other advice and 

opportunities which are available to them 

 

There was much to celebrate with the Fourth Form in the assembly which reviewed the Lent Term last 

week.  There were glowing reports from each of the team captains and a large number of both 

academic and co-curricular commendations.  Across two year groups I am always conscious that the 

recognition of individual contributions might appear to diminish the value of those made by others in 

the same way that my recognition of the successes which follow does not give full credit to many, many 

other notable achievements in the last week. 

 

A good number of pupils took part in the international Chemistry Olympiad and, in light of a particularly 

challenging paper, we were pleased to have four students who earned awards.  Anastasia 

Georgievskaya and Thachphon Sirimongkolkasem achieved Bronze whilst Barbara Li and Oscar Chou 

achieved Silver.  
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Congratulations also to Upper Fourth and Fifth Form pupils who completed the Intermediate Maths 

Challenge before Easter too.  In total sixty-three certificates were awarded, including eighteen Gold 

Awards for those who scored in the top 6% nationally. A special mention goes to Roger Zhao and Mark 

Cheng who scored best in their year group and Roger who scored best in School.  

 

It was a pleasure to attend the Area Final for the Young Enterprise Scheme last week and this year's 

team became one of the most successful in the School's history. The team came away with an 

outstanding five awards: Best Finance Director; the Social, Ethical and Environmental Award; Best 

Company Report and Best Presentation and finally the Best Company award.  This success is testament 

to their hard work and we wish them well for the Regional Final this week. 

 

The Debating Matters team competed in the Central Regional Final. Kate Edgington, Olivia Bond, Will 

Lockhart and Billy Draper-Barr represented the School strongly but the team just missed out on a place 

in the final. Will Lockhart was awarded the Best Speaker Prize on the day which was a great 

achievement within a strong field. 

 

It is now full steam ahead to the climax of the year.  I am delighted by the way that the pupils have 

embraced the challenges ahead and feel that we can approach the next stages in good heart. 

 

Best wishes 

 
 

Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 

 

 


